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Anti-Independence Gang
Given Independence

- Janet Jagan

May 26 was the 25th Anniversary of Guyana’s Independence.
Historically, it is necessary to clear up some points on this matter.
While it is true that the actual stage of independence came about
during the reign of the People’s National Congress, it is an historical
reality that the People’s Progressive Party initiated and carried
through the struggle up to the actual date of independence on May 26
1966.

The Party’s first constitution adopted at its first Congress in
1951 said clearly: “In the firm belief that the people of British Guiana,
like peoples everywhere, are entitled to the full enjoyment of all those
human rights and fundamental freedoms often proclaimed as the
common standard of achievement for all peoples and nations, we, the
members of the organisation hereinafter named, have resolved to
combine our efforts to achieve the national independence of British
Guiana, and to secure for all Guianese social progress and increas-
ingly better standards of life.”

- Buteven before the first Congress, the PPP in April 1950, just
four months after its formation, issued the first “ Aims and Programme
of the People’s Progressive Party”. setting out in the clearest terms
its objective of “pledging itself to the task of winning a free and
independent Guiana”. Historically, this was the first time the
concept of independence from the colonial power, Great Britain, was
declared as an objective of a political party.

To the end of attaining independence, the PPP began immedi-
ately campaigning for the first stage - self government - using nation-
wide petitions, public meetings, demands on the Colonial Office, and
other means until the British recognised the strength of these demands
and sent the Waddington Commission to British Guiana to seg about

* constitutional changes. The PPP gave evidence before the Commis-

sion and stepped up the pressure (as it has done over the past 23 years
for free and fair elections) until the response was the Waddington
Constitution, the most advanced constitution in the Caribbean. This
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